


science, a sport, or simple tourism?

It doesn’t really matter exactly how

you define caving, but for most people

it immediately brings to mind
challenge and danger. Enthusiasts claim
that there’s nothing mysterious about
exploring caves and that anyone can doit, as
long as, of course, you take certain
precautions.

“There’s nothing like going into a place
where nobody’s been before”, says Ericson
Cernawsky, who'sbeen cavingforeight years,
“but you need a mixture of strong nerves and
common sense”. Beginners should never go
into a cave on their own, and a guide who
knows the place well is essential. At
weekends, Ericson and his fellow cavers say
goodbye to Sao Paulo and set off on an
adventure. They explore caves, make maps
and record their discoveries. The group, which
has been going since 1987, is made up of 40
members from all sorts of different
backgrounds.

For some people, however, caving ends up
being more than just a hobby. During a
school trip, Marcos Philadelphi decided he
wanted to become a geologist. He wasted no
time: in his first week at university he joined
the Caving Club at USP and today he
organises and accompanies trips with young
people to the Vale do Ribeira. His girlfriend,
Nicoletta Morachiolli, had a similar
experience: while studying Biology at
university she became interested in the ani-
mallifein caves, and is currently researching
into a freshwater crab which is only found in
South America. More and more people are
being lured by the excitement of discovering
a totally new environment, which caving
offers. The Brazilian Society of Speleology
(the scientific term for caving), with its
headquarters in Monte Sido, Minas Gerais,
hasmore than 600 members from all overthe
country, and caving expeditions are open to
anyone who wants to take part, regardless of
age. After all, there’s no lack of caves in
Brazil and it’s estimated that only 15% of
them have been explored - a tempting prospect
if you like what you see in the set of photos
that follows!
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“Musts” for cavers to visit: The State Tourist Park

in the Vale do Ribeira (Petar) in the State of Sdo Paulo,
the Vale do Peruau in the North of Minas Gerais,

the Chapada Diamantina in Bahia, and the

Serra da Bodequena, in Mato Grosso do Sul.













